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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a Final Office Action in response to the Amendment 
received on 29 April 2005. Claims 6 and 17 have been amended. Claims 7 and 18 
have been cancelled. Claims 1-6, 8-17 and 19-29 remain pending in this application. 



Drawings 

2. The corrected drawing sheet and the amendment to the specification to add 
the reference characters were received on 29 April 2005. These corrections are 
acceptable. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
3. The amendment to the claim was received on 29 April 2005. This correction 
is acceptable. 



Response to Arguments 
4. Applicants arguments filed 29 April 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 
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In response to applicants' argument that Lin does not teach or suggest 
automatic synchronization, the Lin reference discloses server-side synchronization 
agent 6 may be implemented as a dynamic link library (DLL) invoked automatically 
at startup or may be an executable program initiated by the AUTOEXEC.BAT file. 
Other implementations are also possible, depending upon the characteristics of the 
particular operating environment of the repository computer. 

In response to applicants' argument that Lin fails to teach or suggest 
synchronization of the profiles directly in response to an event and logging on to 
the server, the Lin reference discloses server-side synchronization agent 6 may be 
implemented as a dynamic link library (DLL) invoked automatically at startup. 

In response to applicants' argument that Lin fails to teach or suggest an 
activity upon powering down the local computer, the Lin reference discloses client- 
side synchronization agent 7 ideally enters an idle state until a predetermined 
event occurs to trigger further processing. For example, client-side 
synchronization agent 7 may idle until the current user logs off of local computer 
3. The step of logging off of a computer occurs before a user can power 
of f /shutdown a computer. As a result, the client-side synchronization agent 7 may 
idle until the current user powers off /shuts down local computer 3. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
USPN 6,178,443 Bl to Lin. 

As per claim 1, the Lin reference discloses a method comprising: storing (see 
column 2 lines 11-14, "central user preference database 2") a user profile ("user 
preference information") for each of a plurality of users ("plurality of system 
users") on a first processor-based system ("repository computer 1"); and 
automatically (see column 2 lines 54-61, "automatically, AUTOEXEC.BAT") creating 
a version of the profile (see column 2 lines 25-33, "local user preference file 4") 
for use on the second processor-based system ("local computer 3"). 
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As per claim 2, the Lin reference discloses automatically ("automatically, 
AUTOEXEC.BAT") creating a version of the profile ("local user preference file 4") 
in response to the user logging on (see column 2 lines 49-56, "startup") to the first 
processor-based system ("repository computer 1"). 

As per claim 3, the Lin reference discloses automatically ("automatically, 
AUTOEXEC.BAT") creating a version of the profile ("local user preference file 4") 
for use on a portable processor-based system (see column 2 lines 24-26, "local 
computer 3, laptop PC"). 

As per claim 4, the Lin reference discloses automatically compiling a version 
of a user profile (see column 5 lines 28-31, "adding new bookmarks") for a web 
browser session ("Internet browser") and storing said profile ("user preference 
information") at the end of said web browser session ("transmit updated as soon as 
user exits the application"). 

As per claim 5, the Lin reference discloses receiving an updated user profile 
(see column 5 lines 20-25, "locally updated user preference information") from the 
second processor-based system ("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 6, the Lin reference discloses a method comprising: storing (see 
column 2 lines 11-14, "central user preference database 2" and column 2 lines 25- 
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33, "local user preference file 4") a profile ("user preference information") for the 
current user ("plurality of system users") of a second processor-based system 
("users of local computer 3"); updating said profile (see column 2 lines 25-33, 
"maintains user-specific preference information") based on the current user's 
activities (see column 5 lines 20-25, "locally updated user preference information") 
on the second processor-based system ("local computer 3"); and automatically (see 
column 2 lines 54-61, "automatically, AUTOEXEC.BAT") forwarding (see column 5 
lines 20-32, "transmits") the updated profile ("locally updated user preference 
information") to a first processor-based system ("repository computer 1"); and 
automatically forwarding ("transmits") the profile ("locally updated user 
preference information") from the second processor-based system ("local 
computer 3") to the first processor-based system ("repository computer 1") before 
powering down (see column 5 lines 11-15, "logs off") the second processor-based 
system ("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 8, the Lin reference discloses storing a profile ("central user 
preference database 2, local user preference file 4") includes automatically 
compiling a web browser profile (see column 5 lines 28-31, "adding new bookmarks 
in an Internet browser") based on activities of the user ("user changes settings in 
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a particular application") on the second processor-based system ("local computer 

3"). 

As per claim 9, the Lin reference discloses automatically receiving said user 
profile (see column 4 lines 60-63, "retrieve the most current user preference 
information") from a first processor-based system ("repository computer 1"). 

As per claim 10, the Lin reference discloses further including automatically 
receiving said profile (see column 2 lines 46-49, "maintenance and distribution of 
central user preference information") from said first processor-based system 
("repository computer 1") in response to a log on (see column 2 lines 49-56, 
"powered up, start up") to said first processor-based system ("repository computer 
1"). 

As per claim 11, the Lin reference discloses automatically transmitting said 
user profile (see column 5 lines 20-24, "transmits locally updated user preference 
information") to a first processor-based system ("repository computer 1") in 
response to a command to power down (see column 3 lines 14-15, "current user logs 
off") said second processor-based system ("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 12, the Lin reference discloses an article comprising a medium 
(see column 5 lines 40-49, "memory, media") storing instructions ("software") that 
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enable a processor-based system ("computers 1, 3") to: store (see column 2 lines 
11-14, "central user preference database 2" and column 2 lines 25-33, "local user 
preference file 4") a user profile ("user preference information") for each of a 
plurality of users ("plurality of system users") on the processor-based system 
("repository computer 1, local computer 3"); and automatically (see column 2 lines 
54-61, "automatically, AUTOEXEC.BAT") create a version of the user profile (see 
column 2 lines 25-32, "local user preference file 4") for use on a second processor- 
based system ("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 13, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
("software") that enable the processor-based system ("repository computer 1, local 
computer 3") to automatically ("automatically, AUTOEXEC.BAT") create the 
version of the profile ("local user preference file 4") in response to the user 
logging on (see column 2 lines 49-56, "startup") to the processor-based system 
("repository computer 1, local computer 3"). 

As per claim 14, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
("software") that enable the processor-based ("repository computer 1, local 
computer 3") to automatically ("automatically, AUTOEXEC.BAT") create a version 
of a web browser profile (see column 2 lines 13-18, "URL "bookmarks" for Internet 
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browsers") in response to the user logging on (see column 4 lines 44-46, "user logs 
on") to the processor-based system (see column 4 lines 60-67, "repository 
computer 1, local computer 3") through the second processor-based system ("local 
computer 3"). 

As per claim 15, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
("software") that enable the processor-based system ("repository computer 1, local 
computer 3") to automatically ("automatically, AUTOEXEC.BAT") compile a version 
of the user profile (see column 5 lines 28-31, "adding new bookmarks") for a web 
browser session ("Internet browser") and store said profile ("user preference 
information") at the end of said web browser session ("transmit updated as soon as 
user exits the application"). 

As per claim 16, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
(software) that enable the processor-based system ("repository computer 1, local 
computer 3") to receive an updated user profile (see column 5 lines 20-25, "locally 
updated user preference information") from a second processor-based system 
("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 17, the Lin reference discloses an article comprising a medium 
(see column 5 lines 40-49, "memory, media") storing instructions ("software") that 
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enable a second processor-based system ("local computer 3") to: store a user 
profile (see column 2 lines 25-33, "local user preference file 4") for the current 
user of the second processor-based system ("users of local computer 3"); update 
said profile (see column 5 lines 20-25, "locally updated user preference 
information") based on the current user's activities (see column 5 lines 28-32, 
"user changes settings") on the second processor-based system ("local computer 
3"); and automatically forward (see column 5 lines 20-25, "transmits") the updated 
profile ("locally updated user preference information") to a first processor-based 
system ("repository computer 1"). 

As per claim 19, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
("software") that enable the second processor-based system ("local computer 3") 
to automatically create a version of a web browser profile (see column 5 lines 28- 
31, "adding new bookmarks in an Internet browser") based on activities of the user 
("user changes settings in a particular application") on the second processor-based 
system ("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 20, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
("software") that enable the second processor-based system ("local computer 3") 
to automatically receive said updated profile (see column 4 lines 60-63, "retrieve 
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the most current user preference information") from a first processor-based 
system ("repository computer 1"). 

As per claim 21, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
("software") that enable the second processor-based system ("local computer 3") 
to automatically receive a web browser profile (see column 2 lines 13-18, "URL 
"bookmarks" for Internet browsers") from the first processor-based system 
("repository computer 1") in response to a log on (see column 4 lines 44-46, "user 
logs on") to the first processor-based system (see column 4 lines 60-67, 
"repository computer 1"). 

As per claim 22, the Lin reference discloses further storing instructions 
("software") that enable the second processor-based system ("local computer 3") 
to automatically transmit the updated profile to a first processor-based system 
(see column 5 lines 20-24, "transmits locally updated user preference information") 
in response to a command to power down (see column 3 lines 14-15, "current user 
logs off") the second processor-based system ("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 23, the Lin reference discloses a system comprising: a 
processor (see column 2 lines 2-5, "repository computer 1"); and a storage (see 
column 2 lines 11-13, "central user preference database 2") coupled to the 
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processor ("repository computer 1"), the storage ("central user preference 
database 2") storing instructions ("software") that enable the processor 
("repository computer 1") to store a web browser profile (see column 2 lines 13-18, 
"URL bookmarks for Internet browsers") for each of the plurality of users (see 
column 2 lines 30-33, "larger population of users") of the system and automatically 
provide the web browser profile (see column 4 lines 60-67, "retrieves most current 
user preference information") for a user to a second processor-based system 
("local computer 3"). 

As per claim 24, the Lin reference discloses a wireless interface (see column 
2 lines 34-45, "wireless connection") to communicate ("communication link 5") with 
the second processor-based system ("local computers 3"). 

As per claim 25, the Lin reference discloses a system comprising: a 
processor (see column 2 lines 23-25, "local computer 3"); and a storage (see column 
2 lines 25-28, "local user preference file 4") coupled to the processor ("local 
computer 3"), the storage ("local user preference file 4") storing instructions that 
enable the processor ("local computer 3") to store a web browser profile 
("maintains user-specific preference information") for the current user of the 
system, update the profile (see column 5 lines 21-22, "locally updated user 
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preference information") based on the current user's activities (see column 5 lines 
25-31, "user changes settings in a particular application") on the system, and 
automatically forward (see column 5 lines 21-22, "transmits") the updated profile 
to a second processor-based system ("repository computer 1"). 

As per claim 26, the Lin reference discloses said system is a battery 
powered system (see column 2 lines 23-25, "laptop computer"). 

As per claim 27, the Lin reference discloses said system communicates (see 
column 2 lines 34-36, "communication link 5") with said second processor-based 
system ("repository computer 1") using a wireless interface (see column 2 lines 37- 
45, "wireless connection"). 

As per claim 28, the Lin reference discloses said storage ("local user 
preference file 4") stores instructions ("software") that enable the processor 
("local computer 3") to automatically compile a web browser profile (see column 5 
lines 28-31, "adding new bookmarks in an Internet browser") based on activities of 
the user ("user changes settings in a particular application") on the system ("local 
computer 3"). 

As per claim 29, the Lin reference discloses said storage ("local user 
preference file 4") stores instructions ("software") that enable the processor 
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("local computer 3") to automatically transmit said web browser profile (see column 
5 lines 20-24, "transmits locally updated user preference information") to the 
second processor-based system ("repository computer 1") in response to a 
command to power down (see column 3 lines 14-15, "current user logs off") the 
processor-based system ("local computer 3"). 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to synchronizing client/server applications in general: 

USPN 6,856,605 Bl to Larghi et al. 

USPN 6,584,505 Bl to Howard et al. 

USPN 5,729,735 to Meyering 

USPN 5,583,917 to Jonsson 

US Pub. No. 2002/0075844 Al to Hagen 

US Pub. No. 2002/0059201 Al to Work 

US Pub. No. 2002/0049751 Al to Chen et al. 
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8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension 
of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barms whose telephone number is 
571.272.3679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday alternate 
Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on 571.272.3687. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



CJB 

7 June 2005 




Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 



